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PRESIDENB'S I{ESSAGE

.i tall stately blue iris ls a pleasure to behold. There are several,
and eleven of them have been Cescribed by Roger Ne1son in the April
issue of the tsr:lletin of the irmerican lris Society. W choice is
rParlsian Bluer. It is a clear blue with no other colors present,
the blue of a spring slqy. The form is exqu:isite and the falls wide
with jrrct the right flare. ,lmong the beauties in blue irises,
tParisian Eluet by Schreiners ranks w'ith me as one of the bestr

I wtl1 not be able to attend the L{ay meeti-ng. Glerrn }Ianson rrill take
charge. The voting: on the amendment for a narne chaage milL take
place at this raeeting. Voting will be conducted. by secret ballot.
If a nalue cha,nge is approved it would not becone effective until
0ctober l-97l at the a.nnua"l banquet. This would. enable us to
celebrate the 20th anniversary under the present na,me.

Mr. and lvlrs. tr{utterer are co-cha;irman for the garden tours this
yea,r. fhis social event should be great fun. Bud and tCeilr a^re

working on the amangements and ltinera:xr now. fhe date l'r'ilI be
determiried by the B€&solxr Possj-bLe considerations are the Sunclay
before the shol'r, the Sunday a^fter the ehovr, or even a weekday
evening. Tlith daylight time it shoul"d be possible to take in several
gardens. Your j.deas anil suggestlons vrlll be welcone at the }tlay neeto

I would like aII rnembers of our $ociety who are not members of the
.lnerican Iris Society to consider joining. We need a ?@ increase
in our .1IS menbersh:ip this year. .i fi.ne goal would be for each .itl$
nenber to recru:it one nerr rnember. The nembership dues are $7.50 but,
aS in our Local Organization, the dueg are more tn-an compensated
for by the benefits. The fellovuship w:ith our AIS friends from lfisc-
onsin at tho Absual neeti-:rg at lflest Saler,, Iflisconsin is greato ]iliru-
esota was weLl represented there at a very fi.ne ueeting last month.

The publications oonnrittee and consultants has completed a sheet
entltLed {ttrin City. Irj.s_ Soci.ety Infonrnation. For*Garde:r C1ubs. Th"
culture t -eing PreParecl ancl

vdll be available at the annuaL June Show.

We continue to enphasiae nevr nernberehiBs. We are interested tn
neurbers frorn outsitte tbe twin City are& as se1l and worrld like to
be of service to atl j.n the State interested in grovring irises. I
would be very nuch interested in hearing from outstate merabers on
lrow ne can increase outstate membershi.p and how Yte carl be of servic.;.

Much vil} take place in the follorning weeks. the Early Show, The
IIew York Conven*ion of the funerican Iris $ociety, The June Show,
and our fuis llours. We ryiLI ncecl all the specimens and amangernents
possible from everyone. Remenber the chamge in -scheclule for the
ir.rne neetir:g. It sritl be Weclnesday June 10 at 6ziA P.L[. at the
Swiss Chalet on 520L Excelsioc B[vd. rnith Clark Cosgrove a"5 our
guest. I[e hope evely menber ril} cooperate in his o1m Irray in these
events ancl have a lot of fi.m and fell-ovrship in dolng so.

F Jrrlius'ufadekalnper
}{ay, 19?OVoI, XVIII, No. 5 lvtlrureapo]is, htlr:nesota
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CAIE}TDAR O,? EVE}ITS
TI{E 'IBARLY IRIS SHOllir'r * i{ay 1l

Community Room of the Guaranty State Bark, 5?00 1T. Sroad'rray, 12N to SPLI

Open for entries 6.glt to 9r]OrIL,l.

REGUIT-R emgIING -- },{ay 21 - B PM - Guranty State tsank
The earliest i.rises of the se&son are the miniature dwarf bearded. which
nornally starb blooning in this area in late April and are under ten
inches in height. These littLe gems w5.11 be featured at the trfay meeti-ng
of the twin City lris Society when slides fror,r the Dwarf Iris $ociety of
Aneri-ca will be sho'srn. This set of slldes is as excelLent and authoritative
as a^re availabLe on a&lr classification of irises, 'Included will be species,
rare speci.es hybri-ds, recent amard winners, newer varieties, and introductions
scheduled fro 1970 and later. _ Charlotte Sindt

E iRLY IRISBS GjIRDEN T0UR - ltay 23.
Details will be given at the i'[ay ]ileeti-ng, or you may call Cecelia
l,fuiterer for further infonnation' Telephone - 545-7607

THE JUlm ST{O1'I -- June 5 and. 7 in the Southdale Garden Court.

NO}ICE ---
SHOIf SCIIEDULES 1TILL N0[ m ],{JJIED OUT IHIS YEi,R. .inyone desirlng a schedule
may get one at the May meeting, or fron Carol lankow, U9 GIen Creek Road,
I.tinneapolis, }tinnesota 5542L Telephone - 784-8908

fIP -
Good sportsnanshi-p involves honest rivalry, courtesy, coqsideration for others,
rliplomacyr Srace to accept the judges decisions, wtratever they may be. For often v're

l-earn more from our n-istakes than we do fron our successesr

Good sportsmanship aLLovrs us to accept defeat and even success with graciougness and
undersianding. It is a quality that is needed to enjoy the competition of fLo'wer
shows and to face all the challenges of life more easily.

- subnitted by Agnes Johnson

Meubers wil} be i.nterested to 1ear";; i;i"-iorur"onts. article "The Birds and the
Bees and the Flowers" has been printed in the April 197O lssue of the },iinnesota
Horticulturist. She has also received a request for permission to print in the
Oklahoma Regional Hrlletln.

PI,;*ITING OF IBIS SEEDS .-
Growing j.rises from seeds is not &ifficult if certain conditj-ons are obserred' Plant
the seeds Sept. 20 in rowe 10 lnches apart so they can be cultivated like the rest of
the flovers. Our irises are in one arei in the garden, not mixed with other'flowers"

llark the rows, put in bone meal and gypsum, plant the irls seeds - put short metal
stakes all along, then cover the seeds. firl rnetal stakes are to show the exact row
for spring so '!re can water the seeds so they do not get dry anybime, or the seeds
'r:il} not germinate. After they start to come up, they will aIl be up in a short ti-me"
I'rle always have good germlnation and do not reset the little plants as arrlr root
damage niIl prevent it blooming the followi.ng year.

iiie plan to have 1O00 seedlings a yearo Cultivation is imporhant for good grorrth. IiIe

count the seeds of each cross so we know the percentage of germination, .ls they b-l-c':ui

we mark the goocl ones and dig out a.11 the rest - then reset the choice ones in a rL'ir{
- Alice Bakke

Are irises vulnerable to leaf spot when grown next to peonies? For several years
leaf spot was a problem on.rPacific Panoramar, r},Llxed Emotionsr and tlTitch Doctorr"
fhey r.iere growing nerL to peony bushes. Obher irises did not seem to be bothered.
rPaclflc Panoramar lras clean in another part of the garden. - Gabe
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IRIS PI{OIOGfu\PHT

By Oo A. Ba.kke

If I were an exper-t on Iris photography, more of ny lris slides would be
betterr However, i"n response to the request i.:r the steppecl up nember parbici.pation
in our lris Society progran this J.etrr I w:t1l try to set forth some things in
connection rrith ny activ:ity in the field of lris photography. llhis lris blossom is
not the easlest flower to take a good pi.cture of when j-t is standing in the garclen
surrounded by other bloons and budso

I have 2 caneras both rtlth built in light or e]q)osure meters. One has a, narrow
beau eye norrnted in the lens retaining rir:go This ca,meta cafl be operated on so -
callecl autonati"c as well as manua.lIy, and has an F 1.9 lens" The other is a Kodak
Retina Reflex with a nitle a,ngIe F 2"8 lens and hae a built-in photocell erposure
neter* I prefer to use the Reflex caJnera a.:rd always use i't when the ctistance is
less tban ] feetr Y{ith this one there isntt a,ny parallax problen even when one or
even two close-up Lenseg are used. Ilhat is seen in the vien-fi-nder is exactly what
mi1l be recorded on the filu as the vieming is directly thnr the lens" I like to
take cLose-up.pietures of iniliv:idual stalks or blossornsc W using one close-up ler:s,
I ca,n get as ne&r a"s about J-J inches to the blossom, and by using two close-up
lenses, as close as about 7 inchesr

' Tfhen the llght is goocl (srrnshine) I usually use a t/tZ5 sec shutter speed and
lf there is a breeze, then Lft25 sec is a must. fhe slightly less degbh of field in
Vl25 sec shutter speed &: compared wlth using 1/50 sec isnit inportant rrhen
photographlng a single stalk or clump. Speaking of depth of field, when using one,
ar:.d especially when using two close-up lenses, there isnrt any depth of field so
the focusing gets to be aII importa,nt. It is either in focus or it isn't - vrith no
leewayr In fact, when a si::gLe bloom is in sharp focus, everyttri.ng else tha* uight
shorz on the slide will be out of focus and often provides a pleasing backgror-md
contrast.

I prefer using Kodachrome II fihn rrhich has a speed of 2J. This fi"Im gives a
fine grai.:c picture and I feel that the flower coLors ane faithfully reproduced. I
have used some Kodachrone X film which has a speed of 64. [hj-s is also a very
satisfactory film to use. Have tried Hieh Speed Hrtachrone wtr:ich has a speed of 160
but I clo not lilce this for flower slides.

I have tried using porbable backgrounds made of paper boardo I made up I or 5
of, these and paintetl them different colors so I could choose the one g:iuing the
best contrast to the color of the flower being photographed. These worked fine
except for one thing" Oftentj-nes lt 'ras inupossible to place this boartl behind the
flower I warrted to photograph rrithout tlanag'ing other blooms and buds in the sa.me
c}.imp. Also it was necessary to have someone help in placing and holding theser so
last year I didnrt use them at aI1.

f have found that the nedium to real dark eolors photographed well in bright
sun, but for the light colorg I prefer a cloudy bright lighting, or shade. As there
are no shadows when it is cloudy, the picture can be taken from any sj.de or angle
and. the d.anger of 'rwaskirg outtt the light colors is removed, Picture taking should
be avoided when tenperatures B.re tr-igh enough to cause the blossom to droop, and also
when the n{nd. is strong enough to cause the blossom to s'way back and forth. Also
photographing a da,maged blosson or one that is past its pealc will be disappoi.ntingo
The picture cannot be better tha,:: the flower ancl ofLentj-meg is much rrorse. I ha;rre
never been able to take a llght blue lris i.n any kind of light that I have been
satisfied 'n:ith. _ Continued



(Contt- Iris Photography)

Sone of us nay have camera equipnent that i.s so sophisticated that we have
nsver learned how to use some of the features. Then along cones sorceone and takes
a picture with a $12.98 canera yrj-th excellent results, except of course for the
rea] closo-[psr Sometines rre seem to be in just the right mood for picture-taking
and tlo errerytldng just rtgH, vrhereas the next tine it doesnrt go so well, but I
for one would not narrt to stop taking picturesc

CREATE A BTUE RIBBON .IRRNNGM,IENT FOR [I{E IRIS SHOI? AT SOUU{DAI,E

By Agrres Johnson (lrfrs. Carl E. )

As you search for ways to develop your orrn novel ideasl remember that unfamiliar
plarrt materi-aI used lrith your favorite iris frequentl-y presents an original note. So
does fa,miliar plant material usecl in an ulexpected fashiorL .ln albundance of natural
plant naterial is available to you in the vrildse roadsides and fields. Dock is one
of the most versatile, in the gre€Ilr beige and brown stages of developnent. l.tullein
is another stately weed. and its leaves condition weIl. Develop a seeing eye a"s you
walk or ride through the cor:ntry-sides. 3e creative and look for vrhat is available--
interestir:g terture and form, unusual shape and curves.

Containers not prinarily neant for flowers can also adct a distinctive touoh.
Try sculptured wood, a porcelain Ia,rnp base, or take o1d contalners, candlestieks,
inerpensi.ve pottery and spray them with dul1 paint. Or better stiIl, make your orm"

Ima6'ination is the spice of toclayts tempo, which stinulates us anew and brings
freslucess to our routine lifeo A little inag'ination can convert a monotonous and
ur::i.nterestS-ng flower aruangenent into one that is novel and exciting. .111 you need
is the inspiration. Try to do souething you havenrt done before - stir out'of your
usual groove.

A prize-vnifuring flower amangenent has a quality that sets it aparbo It says

"I an d.ifferent, I arn superior, I an outstanding.'r This ertra vibrarrt quality of
personal expression is distinc*ion. Hovr can you achieve it? By using rrnusual but
related pfant materi.al, r.rrusual birt pleasing color harmonj.es, superior craftsmanship
and above all, with sinplicity, restraint and dignity.

The sched.ule is the lar,r of the show. Read it thoror;ghlyo make a mental note of
the theme and the cla,sses you wish to entero Reread your specific class, and lf yor:
have anlr doubt what is asked for, check with the schedule chairman. t\d.herence to the
schedule rrill eliminate the possibility of losing unnecessary poi.nts, parti-cularly
in the follow5-ng categories -- conformity to schedule, conpatibility of all materia-ls
condition and design. "ibove aII, adhere to the princS-ples of design wh:ich are:

Balance - visual stability
Don:inance - more of one thari others

Contrast - placing eLenents together in such a way as to enphas5-ze
their differenees

Rh;rthm - the smooth flow of nater:lal and color vrhj-ch camies the
eye easily through the design

Proporbion - the relationship of one parb of your arrangement to
a,nother, to the whoIe, ancl the space it occupies.

Scale - the size relatlonsh:ips of the conponent parbs of your
arrangement,

If you shouLd not get a blue ribbon, perhaps the judge didn't get your mes$a,8e"

If she d:ld, yourre luckyt T[in or lose, you will have fun trying.



CHEI,IICI\L I,IXBD C0lmR0IS

fu ll'ilbert Sindt
The use of chem:icals has increased marqr times for all of us in the past ferr

d.ecades. They have caused a great deal of controversy and books have been written
both upholcling and condemring their use in our everyrlay Iife. Sone people, knotring
that I use certain chenicals for vreed control, have asked rrllovr persistent are the58"
I think a means of judging the persistence of aqy chemical used. is how 1or:g does it
'rprotectr'. The great ad.vantage of DDT was the fact that it protected or remai:recl
offective agai.nst insects for a long period of tirne. [his is also its greatest
disadvantage because it does not break dornr lnto harmless elements but remains
potent for a long time. (Too long vie nov know. )

A nurnber of different ehemicals may be used for weed control. The first one arry
number of us has used. was 2-[-D, which is very effective against dandelions and other
broad-leaved plants. Ttrls along with itts more potent relative 2-4-5I is effective
a,gainst broad-leaved. plants and does not distingu:ish between what we riay call 'rweedsrr
or desirable plants. Even in the plants 2-4-D controls, some are nruch more susceptible
tham others. Narrow leaved plants, such as grass, are essentially untouched by it. I
would guess that iri-s lzould not be affected, though I have not tried it and do not
knorvr

The nerb weed control chendcal many of us have used, though we may not know it,
is Dacthal. This is usually the crabgrass controlling agent j.n t'trTeed and Feedr' lawn
care progralirs. Th:ls chenr.lcal prevents the genrLination of cerbaln seeds, and especially
crabgrass. Dacthal is the weed control chemical that I have used rrith sone success
on irises, glads, carrots, or:-ions, and sorne other flovrers and vegetables.

ldy procedure in the use of Dacthal is to have the garden clean and free of all
weed.s a"fter the plants are izel] established. fhe time of appli-cation is around July 1.
I apply it only to the rov'r or a bancl on each side about six inches wide+ Th:is takes
care of the difficult weeds betvreen the plants in the row. Betvreen the rows, I
either have a mulch or cultivate. Directions should be followed carefully for anount
to apply. I have worked out a formulation'that is satisfactory for mer A regular
garden sprayer is used for applicction, and the ground covered so that i-t looks dark
to me. I deterrdned how much area one gaIlon of r,rater would cover (by actually spray-
ing it out) and then calculated how much Dacthal should be used on that 8ro&r I have
not found arry plarrts that are adversely affected by ny treatment, but 1tn sure there
are some, since my use has been on a limited number of species.

Ifuag Herb:lcide #f is another vreed. control that I have used. The effectiveness of
this matenlal to me did not seen enough to merit usi.ng itn I did have sone adverse
effects on neuly transpla.nted marigolds, much better control on the marigolds than
on the weedsn

There are na,nJr chemical vreed controls userl comnercially (especially in gladiolus)
and in agriculturer Ulost of the products seem to ne to be quite specific - they
control only one type of plant or they control all but one type. 2-4-D is an example
of the fonner type which is control of broad-leaved plants. .\trazine (usk Glenn
Ha.r:son) controls most plarrts except cornr So this makes it outstanding for use on
corn, but vrith the right kind of vreather conditions it still has an effect on the
oats whioh may follow the corn the nerb yearr I knovr that Treflan is used in some
large flower gardens with success, though certcin types of plants are affected.
Dalpon is effecti.ve against grassr md is used on plantation evergreens and to clea^::
fence rolils - it should also elim:inate irisesr

If you plan to use a chemical v'reed control, I would adviser
1. fo1low directions;
2r use i-t the first year on pla,nts you can afford. to lose;
3. remember that weather conditions may be a very important factor;
4. keep records so that you know what you di-d.

For me, the use of DacthaL has been a help.
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P1eaee add these members to your yearboolr-

$Irs. C, ]il. Clark 921 }r;nj.dji- rke. Bernidji, Ltir,,:resota 56601

l,{r, }.{elvin Bausch

I,.{r. Fred Stront

11510 No. La6una Drive, 21 lilest lfequon, l?isconsi-n 51092

5L6 - 67 Ave-No, l.firy-pg1ls, Lin:resota 55410

IRIS FORRESTII

by Jean Ufiffi

I. forrestiir of the Siberian sectioilr is &

favorite yrith species buffs in the Seattle arear
Collected by the p1 ant explorer George Forcest in
the rrountains of Yunnan, it \ras described by Dykes
in 1910 and is pictured in color in his famous
monographr

As \?e grow lt j-n Seatt1e, it varies in height
frorn about one foot to nearly three feeto fhe
flowers are about 2* to 1 inches across, and a
Iittle longer than trider because of the typically
drooping faIls. fhe standarcls tilt outvrard, l-rhile
the outer ends of the style arrns l:over over the

falls at aLmost right ar:g1es to their bases. The best forrns are
a br5-ght butter yellovr with a pattern of internittant blaek dot-b-
ing in the signat area. The stems rise well above the grassy
follage, which is completely deciduous in vrinter. Rhizomes
resernble those of garden siberians.

As might be expected of meadovr plants, I. fo.rtgjitii
ful} sun and plenty of r,rater cturing the groviing season. ff their
site becomes too dry or sha.dy they dwindle ancl fail to bloom. lu
the Seattle area vre usually move or divj-de thern in the fall, but
spring moving r,iould probably be preferred in your area. Our cl-j--
mate is no test of their hardiness--so can only say to you--
expefliment. Pfarrts come easily frorn seed, and bloom the seconC

I

\t
t
t

\
I
I
t

I \ i o" third g€of,r They d.o not seem to be particular about soi1.i\ rr
\\ I I Besides the type, we grow a talI handsone variant rrith no

trace of blabk markings, the flowers a clear spectnim yel}on virith an lncrease in coi:r

\L
\
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IRIS FORNtrSTII

over the signal anea. This one bfoorns somevrhat l-ater than the others. !l9I111$!!, Ds

r.rith most of the 4O chromosome Siberi-ans, blooms a week or so later than the peaJ< of
the TB s€&sorlr If left undisturbed, it soon forms large cluraps. Since it has only t",--'

florrers per stem, the blooming period may seem short compared to that of bearded iri-:i,,,
but al.l the stalks in a ch:mp v,rill not open siroultaneously.

Because I. forrestii hybridizes readily rith other species of the 40 ehromosome
Siberians, especially t. 

"t "V""g"qpa*ropen 
pollinated garden seed often does not co:t -

true to type. Some clones in current circulation--particularly those vrhich are
conspicuously spotted--are actually adva,nce generation hybrid segregates. Unless one
is a purist, this is really an advarrtage. Such seedlings provide variety not only l:t
oo1or, but al-so in height and. d ate of bloom. A nu.nber of interesting 'rChrysoforr"
seedlings were described and named by Perry in the L9ZOrs, including a yellolr amoena'
None of these seems to be erbant today, but hybridizers'would do vrell to watcli for
thei,r re-occurr&.nc€r

I. forrestii can also be crossed by hand pollination wj-th species of the Cali'f -
. thoush sterile" flowers of considerable garden vai-uenornic&€r producing

Ca}-Sibes may rrell
vigorous, though sterile, considerable gard en valuen
be one of the outsta.nding beardless iris groups of the future,

- Author Jean li'rlitt grows a half dozen specS-es Siberians in her garden. She i.s l'ice-
president of the mf (falte) Sectj-on of the Liedian lris Society.
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